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This report outlines how America is changing direction on long term care provision with the election 

of Joe Biden as President.  These proposed changes have strong implications for how Canada should 

proceed in the provision of services and supports to older adults and people with disabilities. They 

raise the key question – why is Canada choosing to remain dependent on an archaic, unsustainable 

institutional model of care? 

With research from the American Association of Retired Persons showing that nursing home 

residents and staff accounted for 43% of the total number of deaths from COVID-19, it became clear 

that alternatives to institutionalization of older adults were required (Brown, 2021).  "People in 

nursing homes have been hit especially hard by the coronavirus, shining a bright light on the fact that 

many would prefer to be in a home or community-based setting," the Biden campaign said in a 

statement accompanying the new proposal.” (Detrow & Gringlas, 2020). 

Canada’s deaths in long term care were almost double that number with more than 840 outbreaks in 

long term care facilities and retirement homes that accounted for more than 80% of all COVID deaths 

in the country1 (Canadian Institute For Health Information, 2020). 

Nevertheless policy makers in Canada and especially in Ontario have not gotten that message. The 

Ontario government, for example, continues to emphasize the construction of even more 

institutional beds (Artuso, 2020). 

Biden’s Plan 

One of the first things you notice about Biden’s plan is that it does not segregate services and 

supports to older adults.  Instead, it integrates them by approaching the caring economy in a holistic 

way with an ambitious $775 billion investment over a ten year period (Span, 2020).  Because Biden 

himself took care of aging family members, he recognized the “caregiving crisis” in the U.S. His plan 

incorporates the understanding that older people want to remain in their own homes and 

communities as they age. 

 Consequently, the main features of Biden’s plan are to: 

                                                           
1“It [Canada]had the highest proportion of deaths occurring in long-term care. LTC residents accounted for 
81% of all reported COVID-19 deaths in Canada, compared with an average of 38% in other OECD countries 
(ranging from less than 10% in Slovenia and Hungary to 66% in Spain)” 
https://www.cihi.ca/sites/default/files/document/covid-19-rapid-response-long-term-care-snapshot-en.pdf 
 

https://www.cihi.ca/sites/default/files/document/covid-19-rapid-response-long-term-care-snapshot-en.pdf
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 Expand access to services in local settings by closing gaps in the funding of home and 

community-based services, and establish a state innovation fund for the cost-effective and 

creative provision of direct services; 

 Provide financial support to informal caregivers (family members who provide unpaid 

assistance) through a $5000.00 tax credit, Social Security credits, and provide professional and 

peer support for caregivers of veterans and active duty service members; 

 Provide $450 billion to provide choices for individuals to receive care at home or in supportive 

community situations, and help states to provide affordable primary and preventive care such 

as help with meals, transportation, home safety, and quality day programs; 

 Eliminate the wait list for home and community services under Medicaid by increasing 

Medicaid funding to states to pay for the full cost of ensuring appropriate supports and 

support by qualified care providers.  States will be given “a choice to convert their current 

home and community based care services waivers into a new state plan option with an 

enhanced federal match” thereby helping states to make home and community-based 

services much more available to individuals and families; 

 “Establish a long-term services and supports innovation fund to help expand home- and 

community-based alternatives to institutional care. Biden believes we must move 

aggressively to eliminate the institutional bias that pervades our public programs. A Biden 

Administration will dedicate substantial resources to this fund to help states and locally 

based entities test innovative models that expand home- and community-based alternatives to 

institutional care.” 

 Create a national strategy to recruit, retain, and empower nursing professionals through 

implementation of the “CARES Act which allocated nearly $1 billion over four years to address 

nursing burnout, faculty recruitment and retention, and increase nursing workforce diversity” (Biden 

Harris Campaign, 2020). 

 Increase tax benefits for 30% of eligible expenses about $2000.00 for older Americans to purchase long 

term care insurance (Brown, 2021).  

 

Will Canada Follow Suit? 

 

The question remains, “will Canada follow suit”?  At the present time Canada is an outlier in the 

provision of home and community-based long term care services spending much less than most OECD 

nations, and a pittance on Home Care.2 

                                                           
2 “The 1.3 percent of GDP Canada now allocates to LTC falls well short of the OECD average of 1.7 percent. 
Worse, our spending relative to GDP has barely increased despite the surge in the number of seniors. Worse 
still, the measly 0.2 percent of GDP Canada spends on home care is one of the lowest allocations to home care 
in the OECD. And even worse than that, the ratio of more than 6 dollars spent on institutional care for every 
dollar spent on home care is one of the most imbalanced resource allocations in the developed world.”  
Drummond, D., Sinclair, D., Bergen, R. (November, 2020). Ageing Well. Queen’s University. 
https://www.queensu.ca/sps/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.spswww/files/files/Publications/Ageing%20Well%2
0Report%20-%20November%202020.pdf 
 

https://www.queensu.ca/sps/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.spswww/files/files/Publications/Ageing%20Well%20Report%20-%20November%202020.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/sps/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.spswww/files/files/Publications/Ageing%20Well%20Report%20-%20November%202020.pdf
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Will Biden’s strategy to place much more reliance on home and community-based care and the 

recruitment and retention of a much more highly skilled workforce to provide caregiving services have 

a beneficial impact on the thinking of Canada’s Federal politicians as well? 

 

All of this remains to be seen. 
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